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The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity because it does not relate to one 
invention or group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In corning to this conclusion 
£he international Searching Authority has found that there are five different inventions as follows: 

r 

1. Claims i -9, 11-12 are directed to a mask with straps comprising active tensioning elements. It is considered that 
active strap tensioning elements comprises a first "special technical feature". 



2. Claims 10, 14-1S are directed to a mask comprising an inflatable pillow that varies the tension of the' straps of the 
mask- It is considered that an inflatable pillow which varies the tension of the straps comprises a second "special 
technical feature". 



3„ Claim 13 is directed to a mask frame that can "be resiliently flex around the face of the patient. It is considered that 
a mask frame that can be resiliently flexed comprises a third "special technical feature". 



4. Claims 19-28 are directed to applying a force to the mask onto a patient. It is considered that application of a force 
to mask onto a patient comprises a fourth "special technical feature", 

5. Claims 30-34 are directed to a cushion assembly for a mask comprising a cushion flange* an undercushion, a 
membrane and a flexible element It is considered that a cushion assembly comprising a cushion flange, an 
undercushiom a membrane and a flexible element comprises a fifth "special technical feature 1 '. 

Groups 1, 2 and 4 of claims are not linked as to form a single general inventive concept, that is, they do not share any 
special technical features. The common concept linking together these groups of claims is a device to vary the 
tightness of the mask on the face of the user. However this concept is not novel in the light of US 5,623,923 
(BERTHEAU et al) Therefore these claims do not relate to one invention only, a posteriori. 

Groups 1 , 2 and 4 of claims do not share any of the special technical features with group 3 or 5 9 therefore a technical 
relationship between the inventions does not exist. Accordingly the claims do not relate to one invention or to a single 
inventive concept, a priori. 

It is considered that the inventions of groups i 3 2 and 4 are sufficiently similar that they can be searched with only a 
moderate amount of extra effort than would be required to search any one of these. Consequently only two additional 
search fees are invited. 
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